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credit to the tactical vision of Colonel Franco, and which by
its natural strength and wise plan made it possible to hold
back the furious attacks of the enemy on the following days/'
In the selection of the landing place the studies and in-
vestigations of an illustrious naval officer, whose name can-
not be overlooked when speaking of Alhucemas, were a
contributing factor; namely, Carlos Boada, frigate captain.
The following days were tragic ones for the landed forces.
The rough sea prevented the supplying of provisions regu-
larly. Water was lacking and there was beginning to be a
scarcity of munitions. The soldiers were inadequately shel-
tered. The only food consisted of sardines and hard tack. To
these deficiencies and rigours must be added the furious
attacks of the Riffs, who were endeavouring to drive the land
forces into the sea. Goded's column suffered terrific night
attacks.
It was not only the condition of the sea that complicated
matters; there was another factor. Part of the forces of the
Melilla column had to be taken post-haste to Tetuan to the
rescue of the garrison at Kudia Tahar, which at the price of
bloody sacrifices held back the avalanche unchained by Abd-
el-Krim for the purpose of capturing Tetu&n. On September
13 Kudia Tahar was liberated.
By the 2Oth already 15,000 men had disembarked. An
operation attempted by the expeditionary forces of Munoz
Grande and Varela resulted in 200 casualties and five dead
officers. The pressure of the enemy was becoming more and
more dangerous, and it was necessary to go out and fight
them off in order to hold them at bay.
Two days later began the advance to occupy Malmusis
and Morro Viejo. Franco led the vanguard, with the plan
to carry out the principal onslaught and the assault. Franco's
troops met stiff resistance as they scaled the first heights of
Malmusi Alto, producing among the expeditionary forces